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TITLE 6 –TRIBAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

PART IV- EDUCATION ASSISTANCE 

CHAPTER 4-2– HIGHER EDUCATION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM  
 

Legislative History: Established December 5, 2007 by Resolution No.C12-195-07 and Ordinance No. 21-07. 

   

  Amended on April 7, 2009 by Resolution No. C04-56-09 and Ordinance No. 8-09. 

 

 

SUBCHAPTER A GENERAL PROVISIONS 

 

Section 10 Purpose (6 PYTC § 4-2-10) 

 

The Tribe’s Higher Education Assistance Program provides financial support for the promotion of education and 

employment of tribal members.  

 

Section 20 Lead Agency (6 PYTC § 4-2-20) 

 

(A) The Tribe’s Education Division is charged with the primary responsibility for administering the Tribe’s 

Higher Education Assistance Program.  

 

(B) The Education Director shall be charged with the responsibility of developing and implementing policies  

 for the disbursement of funds through the program. 

 

Section 30 Program Goals (6 PYTC § 4-2-30) 

 

(A) The goal of the program is to provide post-secondary education assistance to tribal members. The program 

goal will be accomplished by providing a portion of a student’s educational costs to attend a post-secondary 

institution.   

 

Section 40 Definitions (6 PYTC § 4-2-40) 

 

(A)  As used in this document:  

   

(1)  “Academic Year” means the period of time in which a full-time student is expected to complete 

 the equivalent of at least two semesters, three trimesters or quarters of study at institutions that 

 measure academic progress in credit hours and use a semester, trimester or quarter system. 

 

(2)  “Course credits” means credits that will be funded by the Program. These credits may include 

 CLEP.  

 

(3)  “Eligible Institution” means an institution of higher education that meets the criteria as established 

 by the Pascua Yaqui Tribal Council for which a student may receive funding to attend. 

  

(4)  “Non-degree seeking student” means a student who is taking graduate level courses, but has not 

 been admitted into a graduate program. 

 

(5)  “Full-time student” means a student who is enrolled in the minimum number of credits or more to 

 be considered full-time as determined by the institution in which they are enrolled. 

 

(6)  “Part- time student” means a student who is enrolled in less than the minimum number of credits 

 to be full-time as determined by the institution. 

 

(7)  “Accreditation” means the certificate of recognition of a post-secondary institution by a nationally 

 recognized accrediting agency or association that certifies the institution is providing quality 

 programs of study. 
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(8)  “Books” means textbooks that are required by an instructor for successful completion of the 

 course for the semester and/or school term in which the student is registered. 

 

(9)  “Tuition & Fees” means the required costs for enrollment and instruction charged by post-

 secondary institutions 

 

(10)  “CLEP” - (College Level Examination Program) means a program that allows students to take 

 exams in undergraduate college courses for credit. 

 

(11)   “Grade Point Average” (GPA) means the measure of the average performance of a student. It is 

 usually determined by assigning a 4 for an A grade, 3 for B, 2 for C, 1 for D, and 0 for F. For the 

 courses taken by a student, the average of these numerical scores is called the Grade Point 

 Average (GPA). The GPA is usually reported as an average weighted by the credit hours of each 

 course. 

 

(12)  “Education Oversight Committee” means a committee made up of members of the Tribal Council 

 to assist with and provide recommendations for policy development for the Education Division. 

 

Section 50 Confidentiality of Records (6 PYTC § 4-2-50) 

 

(A)  Except as provided in Paragraph B, below, the Higher Education Assistance Program shall keep all 

applicant files confidential.  In order for the Program to disclose information regarding an applicant, the 

applicant must submit a signed disclosure statement, specifying the individual(s) and/or entities to receive 

the information. 

 

(B) Enrollment documents may be disclosed to other Pascua Yaqui tribal departments when: 

 (1)  the information is needed for purposes of determining an individual's initial or continuing 

eligibility for aid, services or other benefits accruing on the basis of tribal membership, or 

 (2)  The information is needed for purposes of pursuing an investigation or prosecution of alleged or 

suspected fraud or similar abuse of the program.  

 

SUBCHAPTER B HIGHER EDUCATION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM STANDARDS  

 

Section 60 General Eligibility (6 PYTC § 4-2-60) 

 

(A)  Beneficiaries of the Higher Education Assistance Program must be enrolled members of the Pascua Yaqui 

Tribe.  

 

Section 70 Specific Eligibility Requirements (6 PYTC § 4-2-70) 

 

(A) Applicants must:  

 

(1) Be admitted to and enrolled at an eligible institution. 

 

(2) Be pursuing a vocation certificate, or an associate, baccalaureate, or graduate degree at an eligible 

institution.  Individual courses taken for the purpose of professional development or personal 

interest will not be funded. 

 

(3) Have graduated from high school, or certificate of completion, or have obtained a General 

Equivalency Diploma certificate.  
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Section 80  Continuing Eligibility Requirements for Assistance (6 PYTC § 4-2-80) 

 

(A) Undergraduate students are required to maintain a GPA of 2.0 or better per academic term.   

 

(B) Graduate students are required to obtain a GPA of 3.0 or better per academic term.   

 

(C) Professional degree seeking students pursuing a juris doctorate or medical doctorate must meet the 

cumulative minimum GPA required by the institution for each academic term.  

 

(D)  Students attending a vocational program at a public state funded institute are required to maintain 

satisfactory progress (C or better if applicable) and complete required hours in their training program. 

 

(E) Students are required to complete the number of course credits for which they are funded.   

 

(1)  If a student receives an “incomplete” grade for a course, they must complete the course before the 

end of the following semester.  Under special circumstances, a student may petition the Program 

for an extension.   

 

(a) Full-time students receiving an “incomplete” will be eligible the following semester and 

shall receive funding in two disbursements.  The first disbursement will be for books and 

tuition only.  The second disbursement will be given once the incomplete is changed to a 

grade and satisfactory progress is determined in accordance with this policy. 

 

(b) Part-time students receiving an “incomplete” will be eligible for books and tuition. 

 

(c) If an incomplete becomes a failing grade, a full-time student will be placed on academic 

probation.  A part-time student will be placed on suspension. 

 

(F) Undergraduate students must declare a major.  

 

Section 90 Maximum Periods of Eligibility for Assistance (6 PYTC § 4-2-90) 

 

(A) The Program shall provide assistance to students for a first degree at the Undergraduate level.  

 

(B) The Program may pay for up to two graduate degrees.  

 

(C) The Program shall provide assistance to students pursuing an Associate Degree for a maximum of either: 

 

(1)  Six (6) semesters, or eight (8) quarters, excluding summer sessions for full-time students; or 

 

(2)  64 to 72 credits, excluding remedial courses, as required for transfer or for the completion of a 

degree for part-time students. 

 

(D) The Program shall provide assistance to students participating in a vocational program for the duration of 

the vocational program predetermined schedule for completion.   

 

(E) The Program shall provide assistance to students pursuing a Bachelor’s Degree for a maximum of either: 

 

(1)  Twelve (12) semesters or seventeen (17) quarters, excluding summer sessions, for full-time 

students.  

 

(2)  130 credits for part time students, which includes courses completed at a community college, but 

excludes remedial courses.  Exceptions to this credit requirement will be made only if the 

institution requires more than 130 credits for a bachelor degree. 
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(F) A student may pursue double degrees at the baccalaureate and associate level, provided that the additional 

degree is at no added cost to the Pascua Yaqui Tribe. 

 

(G) The Program shall provide assistance to students pursuing a Master’s Degree for a maximum of either: 

 

(1)  Five (5) semesters or seven (7) quarters, excluding summer sessions, for full-time students.  

 

(2)  The required credits of the graduate program for part-time students.  

 

(H) The Program shall provide assistance to students pursuing a Doctorate Degree for a maximum of five (5) 

semesters, excluding summer sessions, for full-time students.  

 

(1)  A student may be funded for two (2) semesters beyond the coursework to write their dissertation. 

 

(I) Repeat Courses. In general, the Program will not pay for an individual course more than once.  

 

(1)  The Program may, however, pay for a repeat course if at least five (5) years have passed since the 

applicant did not complete and/or failed the course. 

 

(J) Fees for Graduate Entrance Exams. Students interested in attending graduate or professional programs at an 

eligible university may apply for funds to cover fees for graduate entrance exams such as the GRE, LSAT 

and the MCAT. 

 

(1) If awarded, exam fees will be paid directly to the institution or organization proctoring the exam. 

 

(2) A student may not receive funding for exam fees more than two (2) times, regardless of whether 

the exam is for a different program. 

 

(3) Financial assistance for exam fees will be based on available funding. 

 

(4) The student will be responsible for providing exam scores as proof of completing exam.  Failure to 

provide appropriate documentation will terminate a student’s ability to receive any funding 

available under the Program until documentation is provided or the Tribe is reimbursed. 

 

(5) Cancellation of the exam by the student or failure to take the exam will result in immediate 

reimbursement to the Program by the organization or the student.  Failure to reimburse the 

Program will terminate a student’s ability to receive any funding available under the Program. 

 

(K) Graduate Exam Preparatory Courses. Students interested in taking graduate exam preparatory courses for 

the GRE, LSAT, and the MCAT may apply for funds to cover the cost of tuition. 

 

(1) The Program shall pay the entire cost of the preparatory course tuition fees.  If awarded, exam fees 

will be paid directly to the institution or organization offering the course.  

 

(2) A student may not receive funding for any graduate exam preparatory courses more than one (1) 

time, regardless of whether it is for a different exam. 

 

(3) Financial assistance for graduate exam courses will be based on available funding. 

 

(4) The student will be responsible for providing proof of course completion within thirty (30) days of 

completion.  Failure to provide appropriate documentation may terminate a student’s ability to 

receive any funding until documentation is provided or the Tribe is reimbursed. 

 

(5) Cancellation of the course by the student or failure to take the course will result in immediate 

reimbursement to the Program by the organization or the student.  Failure to reimburse the 
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Program may terminate a student’s ability to receive any other funding available under the 

Program. 

 

Section 100 Funding (6 PYTC § 4-2-100) 

 

(A) Amounts. 

 

(1)  Funding amount depends upon the availability of funds. 

 

(B) Undergraduate Students. 

  

 (1) All first year (freshman) full time undergraduate students will receive their assistance in two 

 installments per semester. 

 

(2)  In order for a student to receive his/her second installment, the student must provide the Program 

 with a mid-semester progress report that indicates successful academic progress by the Progress 

 standards.  

 

Section 110 Summer and Winter Funding (6 PYTC § 4-2-110) 

 

(A) If funding for Summer and Winter is available, the following criteria applies: 

 

(1) Summer and Winter funding is only available to students who meet the eligibility requirements 

and successfully completed the credits for which they were funded the previous academic year 

(Fall and Spring semesters) and have made satisfactory progress according to policy.  

 

(2) If Winter funding is available, students are required to submit a scholarship application and pay 

for tuition and books upfront.  Students whose application is approved will be reimbursed upon 

successful completion of the course(s).  Grades must be submitted within 30 days of the last day 

of the winter session.  Winter reimbursement will not be provided for grades submitted after the 

30 days. 

 

(3) Students who are on probation are not eligible for Summer or Winter funding. 

 

(B) The Program shall pay for tuition and books for no more than nine (9) credits in the Summer and no more 

than three (3) credits in the Winter, unless the student is involved in a cohort program or is on a quarterly or 

trimester schedule.  

 

Section 120 Eligible Institutions for the Program (6 PYTC § 4-2-120) 

   
(A)  In order to receive funding, an eligible student must also be attending an eligible institution.  Generally, an 

institution will be considered eligible if it:  

 

(1)  Is legally authorized to provide a program of education beyond secondary education; 

 

(2)  Provides an education program for which the institution awards bachelor’s degree or provides not 

less than a 2-year program that is acceptable for full credit toward such a degree (community 

college vocation programs are the exception);  

 

(3)  The majority of credits earned at the institution are transferable to state funded institutions; 

 

(4)  Is a public institution;  

 

(5)  Is accredited by the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools, or other nationally 

recognized accreditation associations; 
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(6)  Private Vocational/Technical Schools offering programs and certificates are NOT considered 

“eligible institutions” with the exception of vocational programs offered at public institutions. 

 

(7)  Private, for-profit schools are generally not eligible institutions. However, an applicant may 

request for an exception and may be granted assistance as long as they follow the procedures set 

forth in Subchapter E, Section 230 and meet the criteria set forth below:  

  

(a) Criteria for granting request for assistance for private, for-profit institutions: Requests for 

exceptions may be granted if:  

 

(1)  The applicant demonstrates a history of above average academic achievement; 

and  

 

(2)  The applicant intends to pursue a program of study that would benefit the Tribe.  

 

(3)  The Education Division shall develop additional criteria, subject to Tribal 

Council approval.  

 

Section 130 Requests for Extension of Assistance (6 PYTC § 4-2-130) 

 

(A) Students who cannot meet their program requirements within the time specified in their program of study 

may submit a written request for an extension of time to the Program.   

 

(1)  This written request must include a plan that demonstrates when and how the student expects to 

complete his/her program requirements.   

 

(B) The Program shall determine eligibility for an extension by reviewing the student’s academic plan, school 

transcripts, and considering the reason for going over the maximum allowable semesters/credits. 

 

(C) The extension granted shall not exceed the applicants program of study.  

 

Section 140  Post Baccalaureate Certificates (6 PYTC § 4-2-140) 
 

(A) The Program shall provide assistance to applicants seeking a post baccalaureate certificate in the same 

amount as if they were a full time Undergraduate or Graduate student, whichever is applicable. 

 

(B) The Program may provide assistance for up to two post baccalaureate certificates.  

 

SUBCHAPTER C  PROGRAM RESPONSIBILIITIES 

 

Section 150 Determination of Eligibility and Amount of Award (6 PYTC § 4-2-150) 

 

(A) The Program shall review all applications for completion, eligibility, and award amount. 

 

(1) To avoid conflicts of interest, staff members of the Program are prohibited from reviewing, 

evaluating, or processing an application if they are related to a scholarship applicant. 

 

(2) In the event that a staff member is related to an applicant, the application will be reviewed, 

evaluated, and processed by another staff member or by their supervisor. 

 

(B) The Program standards shall be used as the basis to determine whether an applicant is eligible for 

assistance. 

 

(C) Eligibility for scholarship shall be determined within ten (10) business days after the Program has received 

a complete application and all other information from the applicant’s institution. 
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Section 160  Notification of Award (6 PYTC § 4-2-160) 

 

(A) The Program shall notify each applicant in writing of his/her eligibility within five (5) business days after 

determination.  

 

SUBCHAPTER D DENIAL OF BENEFITS, PROBATION, AND SUSPENSION OF BENEFITS 

 

Section 170 Notification of Denial (6 PYTC § 4-2-170) 

 

(A) The Program shall notify each applicant in writing if the applicant is denied funding or is placed on 

academic probation or suspension.  

 

(B) A notification letter shall be sent to the applicant with supporting reason(s) for such determination.  

 

(C) The notification shall also include an explanation of the applicant’s right to appeal the decision, as provided 

in Subchapter E of this Ordinance.  

 

Section 180 Denial of Program Assistance Benefits (6 PYTC § 4-2-180) 

 

(A) The Program may deny assistance to applicants if:  

 

(1)  The applicant knowingly provides false information or purposefully omits relevant information on 

the application. Such individuals will be ineligible for assistance for two years.  

 

Section 190 Probation (6 PYTC § 4-2-190) 

 

(A) Students may be placed on Academic Probation for failing to meet the minimum requirements for 

continuing eligibility as stipulated in this Ordinance.  

(B) Upon determination that the applicant has failed to meet the minimum requirements, the Program shall 

notify the student in writing of the reason(s) for placing him/her on probation. 

 

(C) A student must sign an Academic Probation Contract prior to receiving funding.   

 

(D) A student placed on probation may be funded in an amount less than non-probationary students during 

his/her probation period. 

 

(E) Part time students on probation shall be awarded up to 40% less than non-probationary students.  

 

Section 200 Suspension of Program Assistance (6 PYTC § 4-2-200) 

 

(A) A student who fails to meet the requirements of Academic Probation shall be placed on Academic 

Suspension. 

 

(B) Upon making the determination to suspend assistance, the Program shall notify the student in writing with 

an explanation of the reason(s) for suspension.   

 

(C) A student placed on Academic Suspension shall not be eligible to receive funding of any kind from the 

Program.   

 

Section 210 Pre Termination of School Enrollment (6 PYTC § 4-2-210) 

 

(A)  When a student officially/unofficially withdraws, drops out, or is expelled prior to the institution’s last day 

to withdraw resulting in a deletion of course enrollment from record, he/she must reimburse the Pascua 

Yaqui Tribe within ten (10) business days. 
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(1)  Tribal employees may be subject to wage garnishment and possibly reimbursement to the Tribe 

for any Education leave taken.   

 

(B)  Failure to reimburse the Tribe will result in immediate Academic Suspension. 

 

Section 220  Regaining Full Eligibility Status (6 PYTC § 4-2-220) 

 

(A) To be removed from Academic Probation and/or Suspension and regain full eligibility status: 

 

(1)  A full-time student must successfully complete 12 credits and earn a GPA of 2.0 if an 

undergraduate student, or a 3.0 if a graduate student. Part-time students must successfully 

complete the same number of credits for which they were funded the previous semester. 

 

(2)  Complete an Academic Plan. 

 

(3)  Submit a mid-semester progress report.  

 

SUBCHAPTER E APPEALING DECISIONS 

 

Section 230 Appeals Regarding Probation, Suspension, or Ineligibility (6 PYTC § 4-2-230) 

 
(A)  If an applicant wishes to appeal a decision made regarding his/her scholarship application, he/she may 

appeal within ten (10) days of notification of probation, suspension or ineligibility: 

 

(1)  Student appeals must be addressed to the Education Division Director who will review the 

pertinent information supplied by the student and the Program.  The Director will produce a 

written finding to uphold or deny the appeal within five (5) business days after receipt of the 

appeal. 

 

(2)  Criteria for reviewing the appeal will be based on the following: 

 

(a)  Program policies. 

 

(b) Student’s academic standing at the academic institution (e.g. GPA, consistency of 

enrollment, academic patterns). 

 

(c) Documentation provided by the student of circumstances that led to academic 

probation/suspension (e.g. doctor’s note, hospital bills, a letter from a case manager, 

counselor, instructor). 

 

(d) Documentation provided by the Program on communication (verbal and written), 

contracts, etc. 

 

(e) Any relevant information provided by the student, Program staff, or institution. 

 

(3) If the Education Director overturns the decision of the Program, the decision for the student shall 

be final for the Tribe and the student will be notified in writing within five (5) business days of the 

decision.   

 

(B)  If the Education Director denies the appeal, the student may forward their appeal to the Higher Education 

Assistance Program Appeals Committee.  Appeal to the Committee must be received within five (5) days 

of notification from the Education Director.   

 

(1)  A student appeal made to the Higher Education Assistance Program Appeals Committee must 

include a clear and concise statement of the facts, pertinent dates, complaint to be considered and 

supporting documents and a signed release of information form. 
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(2)  The Higher Education Assistance Program Appeals Committee will review the Education 

Director’s decision and will further decide to uphold or overturn the decision.  The Scholarship 

Appeals Committee may request additional information, may ask input from program staff, and 

may call upon the student to provide information as they see fit.   

 

(a)  If the applicant is requesting funding for a private, for-profit institution, the Committee 

shall consider the criteria set forth in Section 120(7)(a) of this Ordinance. 

 

(3) The Higher Education Assistance Program Appeals Committee determines whether facts exist 

which constitute any violation(s) or noncompliance of any requirements, restrictions, prohibitions, 

or other provisions of the Program Policies and Procedures. 

 

(4)  The Higher Education Assistance Program Appeals Committee may dismiss any request for an 

appeal, which lack sufficient facts to constitute a violation of or noncompliance with the Program. 

 

(5) The Higher Education Assistance Program Appeals Committee may reverse any decision made by 

the Program if said decision is found to be in violation of or noncompliance with any 

requirements, restrictions, prohibitions, or other provisions of these policies. 

 

(6)  Neither the appealing applicant nor any Program staff shall contact any Higher Education 

Assistance Program Appeals Committee member or designee regarding the appeal prior to a 

scheduled meeting, without the other party to appeal present. 

 

(7)  The decision of the Higher Education Assistance Program Appeals Committee shall be final, and 

this final decision shall be issued no later than two (2) business days after the appeal is heard.  


