
Pascua Yaqui Tribe
of Arizona

Enhanced Tribal Card Program
Cultural Crossings at the International Border



20,000
Enrolled Members living in the 

United States

& Almost 70,000 documented members 

living in Mexico

The Pascua Yaqui Tribe has a 

1/4 blood quantum.  Numbers 

do not include direct lineal 

descendants under a 1/4.  



Nomadic Tribe
For centuries Yaquis have 

traveled along the west coast 

of the North American 

Continent.

Seasonal Migration, Trade, 

Work Route (Farming, 

Railroad)



Cultural Regalia 
& Instruments



Maso Kova - Deer Head

Hoporsim - Shell Necklace

Ayam - Gourds

Rehutiam - Deer Hoof Belt

Tenevarim - Cocoon Rattles

Vea Vocham - Leather 

Sandals



Kuta Puhvam - Mask    (wood, 

horse hair)

Hoporosim - Shell Necklace

Koyolim - Leather Belt

Tenevarim - Cacoon Rattles

Vea Vocham - Leather 

Sandals



Made of Cotton Wood, 

Horse Hair, Traditional 

pigments.  



Sewam - Colorful Crown

Palmam - Traditional Palm, 

made of Bamboo and Bird 

Feathers.

Ayam - Gourd Rattle

Vea Vocham - Leather 

Sandals



Sewam - Mask made of hide

Sewam - Wooden Daggers 

Rehutiam - Deer Hove Belt

Pisam - Blanket

Tenevarim - Cacoon Rattles

Vea Vocham - Leather 

Sandals



Wikoi Yaura

Coyote Military Society

Coyote Hide Headdress

(Red Tail Hawk Feathers 

and abalone shells)

Wooden Bows and Cane 

Arrows



Aapa - Traditional Harp

Laven - Traditional Violin

Kusia - Desert Cane Flutes 

Kuvahe - Hide Drum

Vaata Poname - Water Drum made 

of Gourds

Hirukiam - Musical Wooden Rasp  





Occasional business 

crossings by Traditional 

Leaders and Cultural 

Authorities.   

I-94 waiver of documents for 

non US Citizens.  



Enhanced Tribal ID Card “ETC” Program meeting the Western 

Hemisphere Travel Initiative “WHTI”

for enrolled Tribal Members.  



What is WHTI?

After September 11, 2001, immediate improvements to our 

Nation’s borders was required and WHTI implements a 

Congressional requirement that all U.S. citizens and other travelers 

entering the U.S. within the Western Hemisphere present a 

passport or an accepted WHTI compliant document 

(i.e. Enhanced Tribal Card). 

The WHTI Final Rule (73 Fed. Reg. 18,384) was published on April 

2, 2008, and effective on June 1, 2009.  When entering the United 

States from Canada, Mexico, the Caribbean, and Bermuda  by land 

and sea (including ferries) travelers are required to present a valid 

passport or WHTI compliant travel document denoting the bearer’s 

identity and U.S. citizenship. 



Four Documents Outlining the 

Compliance Elements

On May 27, 2009, PYT entered into a Memorandum of 

Agreement with the Department of Homeland Security and 

Customs Border Protection; and further Entered into a 

“Push” Model Service Level Agreement (SLA); and a

Interconnection Security Agreement (ISA)

Publication in the Federal Register on June 9, 2011, 

designated PYT’s ETC an Approved WHTI compliant 

document for border crossing purposes to denote identity, 

U.S. Citizenship and membership status of PY members. 



Operating Policies and Procedures  

Under the MOA/ETC Program

ETC Employee Background Checks

ETC Production and Issuance 

ETC Revocation and Invalidation 

ETC Security and Incident Response Plan

ETC Internal Audit Controls and Quality Assurance Plan

ETC Privacy (Collecting, Using and Protecting  Personal

Information received by Tribal Members)

ETC Training and Awareness (Provided by DHS-Fraud   

Documents and Interview Techniques and Computer                         

Security Awareness Training)



ETC Design & Security Features

To deter forgery and counterfeiting and to promote confidence in 

the card format multiply layers of security features were utilized. At 

a minimum the following are examples of these features:

Micro-printing

Optically Variable inks

Ultraviolet sensitive inks

Deliberate errors

Opacity marker

Unique fonts/overlapping data elements

Control number unique to the ETC Card

(DHS /CBP requires a minimum of 2 security features)



Example of Card  

Image Preparation

Photograph of painted tribal 

wood art used for image 

preparation for card design.

Photographed image then 

converted into a vector graphic 

also known as image tracing 

for quality and printing 

purposes.  



Printing of Card Stock – Press Proof

An onsite press-proof (approval) is conducted to ensure precise 

printing alignment and the use of correct color formulas.



Sample ETC and 

Facilitative 

Technology

RFID-Radio Frequency

Identification enabling the

electronic verification 

embedded in the card with the 

ability to read within 20 feet 

proximity from the ports 

of entry.



Brief Overview of Purchases

Purchased Software, Equipment, Materials and Services:

PYTEMS Card Management Software (maintenance and 

software support)

GSI –Global Prefix number

Internet service for VPN connection to DHS/CBP

Websphere (maintenance and software support)

Workstations, card printer, camera, encoder, fingerprint

scanner (optional), signature pad, servers,  DVR surveillance              

cameras, card design/stock, card sleeve protectors 

and materials



Enrollment and IT Personnel 

Supporting the ETC Program

Personnel

Enrollment/ETC Program Director

ETC Program Assistant

Enrollment Research Specialists

(Issuing and Authorizing Agents)

Information Technology Personnel

IT Director

Network Administrator/Engineer 

Web Designer

System Support Specialist 

Application Support Analyst Supervisor



ETC Interview & Application Process

On-site ETC Interview and 

Application Process where the 

tribal member provides the 

required source documents to 

determine eligibility. 



Issuance and Production

ETC Production Room – Capturing

Facial photo

Signature

Finger print scan

(Optional, not a DHS/CBP

requirement)

Equipment: 

Camera

Finger print scanner

Signature Pad

RFID Encoder

Card Printer



Issuance and Production

Card stock inventory controls                                                                 

and on-site printing

Tribal Member issued his/her                                                               

ETC within 30 to 45 minutes



Contact Information

Marisela C. Nunez, Enrollment/ETC Program Director

7474 S. Camino De Oeste  Tucson, AZ  85757

Marisela.C.Nunez@PascuaYaqui-nsn.gov

520.879.6231 

Francisco R. Valencia, ETC Application Support

7474 S. Camino De Oeste   Tucson, AZ  85757

Francisco.Valencia2@PascuaYaqui-nsn.gov

520.879.5816


